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ANNEX 2

PROPOSALS FOR PRESCRIBED ALTERATIONS OTHER THAN FOUNDATION PROPOSALS: Information to be included in or provided in relation to proposals 

Tower Hill School change of age range from 4-11 to 3-11

In respect of an LEA Proposal: School and local education authority details

1.  The name, address and category of the school and a contact address for the local education authority who are publishing the proposals.

	Tower Hill School, Moor Avenue, Witney OX8 5LJ (Community School)




Implementation and any proposed stages for implementation

2.  The date on which the proposals are planned to be implemented, and if they are to be implemented in stages, a description of what is planned for each stage, and the number of stages intended and the dates of each stage.

	1st January 2008




Objections and comments

3.  A statement explaining the procedure for making representations, including—

(a) the date prescribed in accordance with paragraph 33 Schedule 56 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 by which objections or comments should be sent to the local education authority; and

(b) the address of the authority to which objections or comments should be sent.

	Objections or comments on these proposals should be submitted by 23rd November 2007 and should be sent to:

Michael Mill Strategic Manager (Property & Assets), Third Floor, Clarendon House, 52 Cornmarket Street, Oxford OX1



Alteration description

4.  A description of the proposed alteration and in the case of special school proposals, a description of the current special needs provision.

	The school currently admits children in the September after their 4th birthday. Younger children attend the local Pre-school, which is due to close in December 07. The school proposes to open a nursery class to ensure continuity of provision for these children and to help improve standards on entry to year 1.


School capacity

5. — LISTNUM "SEQ1" \l 2  Where the alteration is an alteration falling within any of paragraphs 1 to 4, 8, 9 and 12-14 of Schedule 2 or 4 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007, the proposals  must also include—

(a) details of the current capacity of the school and where the proposals will alter the capacity of the school, the proposed capacity of the school after the alteration;

	The current capacity of the school is 148.  These proposals will not affect the capacity.




(b) details of the numbers of pupils to be admitted to the school in each relevant age group in the first school year in which the proposals will have been implemented; 

	The planned admission number for the school is 30.


(c) where it is intended that proposals should be implemented in stages, the number of pupils to be admitted to the school in the first school year in which each stage will have been implemented; 

	n/a




(d) where the number of pupils in any relevant age group is lower than the indicated admission number for that relevant age group a statement to this effect and details of the indicated admission number in question.

	n/a


(2) Where the alteration is an alteration falling within any of paragraphs 1,2, 9, 12 and 13 to 4, and 7 and 8 of Schedule 2 or 4 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 a statement of the number of pupils at the school at the time of the publication of the proposals.

	There are currently 128 pupils attending the school in Years 1-6 and 12 in the current Foundation stage.




Implementation

6.  Where the proposals relate to a foundation or voluntary controlled school a statement as to whether the proposals are to be implemented by the local education authority or by the governing body, and, if the proposals are to be implemented by both, a statement as to the extent to which they are to be implemented by each body.

	N/a


Additional Site

7. — LISTNUM "SEQ1" \l 2  A statement as to whether any new or additional site will be required if proposals are implemented and if so the location of the site if the school is to occupy a split site.

	N/a




(1) Where proposals relate to a foundation or voluntary school a statement as to who will provide any additional site required, together with details of the tenure (freehold or leasehold) on which the site of the school will be held, and if the site is to be held on a lease, details of the proposed lease.

	N/a




Changes in boarding arrangements

8. not applicable

Transfer to new site

9. not applicable

 Consultation

10.  Evidence of the consultation before the proposals were published including—

(a) a list of persons who were consulted;

(b) minutes of all public consultation meetings;

(c) the views of the persons consulted;

(d) a statement to the effect that all applicable statutory requirements in relation to the proposals to consult were complied with; and

(e) copies of all consultation documents and a statement on how these documents were made available.

	County Council’s Senior Early Years Advisory teacher 

School Governors

Parents of children living in the school catchment area

Other schools and early years settings within the local partnership area

Town Council

Local MP

b)minutes of governors meeting attached at annex A

c)copies of consultation responses attached at annex B  

17 responses from parents, all in favour of the proposal; 

8 responses from other settings – 6 say the proposal will not impact upon their provision, 

2 have concerns that they will lose children to the new nursery class.

d) We confirm that all statutory requirements in relation to the proposal to consult were complied with.

e) Copies attached at annex. These were sent in paper format direct to consultees.


Project costs

11.  A statement of the estimated total capital cost of the proposals and the breakdown of the costs that are to be met by the governing body, the local education authority, and any other party.

	Approximately £15,000-£20,000. The Local authority will donate a start up grant of £9,000. Governors have agreed to prioritise this work in the school’s development plan and will meet any additional costs.




12.  A copy of confirmation from the Secretary of State, local education authority and the Learning and Skills Council for England (as the case may be) that funds will be made available (including costs to cover any necessary site purchase).

	Funding for the additional places will be made available by the Local Authority. 




Age range

13.  Where the proposals relate to a change in age range, the current age range for the school.

	4-11


Early years provision

14.  Where the proposals are to alter the lower age limit of a mainstream school so that it provides for pupils aged between 2 and 5—

(a) details of the early years provision, including the number of full-time and part-time pupils, the number and length of sessions in each week, and the services for disabled children that will be offered;

	An early years class providing for a maximum of 30 part time places. Five 2 ½ hr sessions a week..  

There will be a fully trained onsite SEN Coordinator and additional support available from the LA EYSEN advisory teachers. There are toilet facilities adapted for wheelchair access.




(b) how the school will integrate the early years provision with childcare services and how the proposals are consistent with the integration of early years provision for childcare;

	The school will extend their services in line with current policy and the Early Years Foundation Stage to offer full daycare if there is sufficient interest and if it is viable.




(c) evidence of parental demand for additional provision of early years provision;

	The local preschool will close in December 2007, therefore the proposal will be replacing some of this lost capacity. Consultation with parents has confirmed that many would choose to send their 3 & 4 year old children to the newly created Tower Hill nursery class.




(d) assessment of capacity, quality and sustainability of provision in schools and in establishments other than schools who deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage within 3 miles of the school; 

	There is a small amount of spare capacity in other early years settings within the 3 mile radius, but parents do not always find these places suitable in terms of accessibility or sector/type of provision.  In line with Government guidance on flexibility and accommodating parental choice, we need to ensure a good range of local provision and this will inevitably mean that there are some spare places. There have been no sustainability issues for other local settings.  

The Ofsted outcomes for these settings vary (Acceptable/Satisfactory – 9; Good – 5; Very good – 2; Outstanding – 1)


(e) reasons why such schools and establishments who have spare capacity cannot make provision for any forecast increase in the number of such provision.

	See commentary in (d) above. Also:

There is currently new housing being built very close to the school.

Restriction on their registration

Distance from school

Full time admission for reception year children from January 2009 means we need to increase capacity overall over the next year or so.


Changes to sixth form provision

15.  not applicable

Special educational needs

16.  not applicable

 Sex of pupils

17.  not applicable

Extended services

18.  If the proposed alterations affect the provision of the school’s extended services, details of the current extended services the school is offering and details of any proposed change as a result of the alterations.

	Not applicable. The proposal does not impact the development of the school’s extended services. 
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